January 23, 1952

Dr. T. ¥. Sonnaborn
Zoolegy Lepartrzent
Indians University
Bloomington, Indinns

Dear Tracy:

Thank you for your latter of the 21st, with its anpreisal of Mlss Byers.
I don't know yet what our space situatlon will he newt yesr- that 1s, whether
1t would Lo o matter of o vucancy that cught o he £11led, or a matter of
making rcom for an unpsuul student. Tpece rellief wea delayed beyond all
pessimistic erpectations, and I want 4o sec our group s little more happily
implanted bhefora making too many more commitments, e have been rather
migerabie this jear, and have had to be cgpecielly anoclogetic to Skaar for
the facilities he has had %to ocoupy. T should dike to ressrve further comments
on your leller to the meeting, but *housht 40 write you know about that
progran. Sine» we atand st adjazent »nesitizns, it micht bs ussful for each
of uz to arprdse the other of our plan.

I can siote mine vory elmply. As far ns T'm eonnsrned, my titls "Mieroblal
Gonatics 1n relation to cancer® fs ~ mlsnomer, and Andervont 1z sware of it.
I axpact Lo say practically nothing shout cancer, and particularly nothing of
my ovn speculstions on 1t. I thought that I wovld szy that alercorganisms
have providerd the materisl for investigations of censral biological interest.
Under this hsading, I thought Y would 2iscuss 2) tha conenpt of the mierobial
sulturs ag a populstion of related individuale, nnd the exverimentuk baasls of
our ideas aboub mbetlen and celection; b} the bloloegloal unity that is reflected
in the simiiurity of geastle zechanisaws; ard ¢) by wey of some Jfshermonies,
the quite incrsdible uystems of genetic axciibnge like ths pneumococecus trans-
formation and our Salmonaila tranaduotions. ‘Tt should not bs necessary to
wmake an oxplicit point that, for example., the human orgardsm is also a popula-
tion of clonally releted cells, or the bearing that transductions might have
on the "virus" transmission of autonomous growth hobit. Someone should do that
sort of thing, and I hoped that your specialties would be soc much aore perti-
nent to cancer than mine that snalagles, &f any, could he more =sppropriately
phrased in the context of your discussion., Let wus know if thera 1s any adjust-
ment that elther of us can make that will facilitate a neat organization of
the program at Cinnoinnath.

Yours siacerely,

Joshua Lederberg



